J0ysibay ay) [ ZIHO pIeuoaT 10J0kd «




Cover story

|

|

—_—

egister

The Orange County R

= ‘ Show J Wednesday, May 29, 2002 l

|
|
|

Going

Arts » Saint Joseph
Ballet enriches the
lives of its students
with visiting
choreographers.

Ny SARA WOLF
Spechal to the Segister

hen artistic divector

Beth Burns asked

Mark Haim to create

a dance for the stu-
dents at Saint Joseph Ballet,
the New York-t i choreog-
rapher knew he had to say
ves,

I bad a feeling in my gur,”

By telephone from his

e apartment Jast

week, this was going to

be something that was bupor-

tant to do. It was more than a

commission; it was about con-
tributing to the world 1 live in

through the art I've chosen to
work in,"

"Beth's vision,” Haim add-
ed, "is 20 human.”

The founder of the Santa
Ana after-school dance le-
my has a way of inapiring this
lind of passion in the people
she works with - the many
staff members, parents, comr-
munity volunteers and hoard
members - and the at-risk
youth the organization serves,

About 137 of these students
will appear on the Irvine Bar-
alay stage this week in the
school's  annual  concerr,
which features Haim
work, "Los Angelito:
as @ premiere by Melanie
Rios, & young Guatemalan
chorsographer.

Commissioning repertory
is a relatively new venture for
Burns, who had choreo-
graphed all the concerts until
two vears ago. During a re-
cent interview, she said that
the decislon [s one of Saint Jo-
seph’s long-range goals,

» "We want to leave a legacy
of truly flee dances and in-
stitute a tradition of choreog-
raphers creating serious, so-
phisticated pieces for and
with our kids. The comumis-
sions make a statement about
what inner-city youth can ac-
complish when rees are
poured out for them,”

That statement is aleo ap-
pacent in the $4.2 million fa-
cility the organization chris-
tened in 1999 Next to the
Bowers Museum in Santa
Apa's Museum District, the

one

step
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MEMBERS OF SAINT JOSEPH BALLET perform “The Music Came Last/ choreographed by Melanie Rios, The dress re-
bearsal is in preparation for the ballet's 2002 Concest « Photos: Leonard Ortlz f The Register

BETH BURNS, left, and dance instructor Karen Woo watch

and guide dancers chrough a dress rehearsal,

two-story sandblasted con-
crete block building is more
than five times the of its
previous home. T
thousand square feet of space
is dedicated to theee spacious,
light-filled dance studios,
changing rooms. a costume
shop and a stedy hail, plus
imple room for the constelia-
tion af academic and family

support services Saint Jo-
seph's offers its students,
The bullding was tallored

to Saint Joseph's needs by the
architectural firm of McLa-
vand, Vasquez, Emsick &
Partners - but anly after a
lengthy research process that
entailed visiting and consult
ing with the Natiooal Ballet
School of Canada and the San

Franciseo Ballet Schaol.

“We wanted to do it right,*
Burns says, "and make a really
beautiful space for the stu-
dents. You express your val
ues in everything you da, and
we want to show that we
value who we serve”

ONE IN MANY

Current attendanee in the
-raund program hovers at
around 400, an increase of
mare than 100 students since
the organization moved, Itisa
oumber Burns hopes to stay at
for naw, ‘The goal, she says,
tan'tto inerease the number of
youth they serve but the num-
ber of services they can offer
those already enrolled in the
program.

These Include 42 weekly
dance classes, family counsel-
ing, tutoring sessions, com-
" test prep-
advice an callege
sions and financial aid,
for ‘students who stay
with Saint Joseph's for all four
years of high «chool, the guar-
antee of a college scholarship,

Rurns already notices a sig-

puter teaining, 5
aration,

“Light, within’

* What: Sant Josapn Balet 2002
Corcort

« Whem 8 pm Wedmesday-fridiy,
290 znd & pm Salunday. 230
Snday

* Where: rebe Barchy Theatre, 4242
Canps [vise, bvine

« Cost: 334 benefit; $15. genera

* Thekedss 1M BE44646 o Tichet

master (714} 7407878
of student retention. What
Rios noticed when she re-
turned was a difference In
skill level from when she
choreographed for the stu-
dents in 2000,

In fact Rios was so confi-
dent that she walked into the
studio withoat a plan.

*It's ape of the things [ love
about dance,” she says. "The
dancers come to the studio
with nothing other than their
badies and tights and leo-
tards, and things just start
happening from and in that
open space. Together, we
make something”

Like Rios, Haim uses im-
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