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'Project 3,' choreographer Edwaard Liang's new work, on
stage at ACT

{3 Share

attle choreographers Mark Haim and

By Michael Upchurch
Seatfle Times arts wiiter

"It needs to be a litthe more daring,” choreographer
Edwaard Liang tells his dancers calmly but firmly. "Do
what you have to do to push the boundaries for
yourself."

What he wants, he says, is perfect fluidity — no
pauses, no hesitations — as they ripple their way
through an intricate sequence of moves.

Liang's newest piece had no title as of Monday. But it
does have pride of place in "Project 3, the Seattle
Dance Project's new show at ACT Theatre, opening
Friday. In rehearsal, it promises to be Liang's most

intricate, dynamic work yet. Batadad

Set to excerpts from J.S. Bach's cello suites, it follows The Adts RSS feed

half-a-dozen dancers through pretzel-like contacts,
partings and reconnections.

Information
Seattle Dance Project www seallledanceprojecl.org,
I's the second work by Liang that SDP has done, Edwaard Liang: www.edwaardliang.com.

following “Flight of Angels" last year. Seattle

audiences will also know him from his memorable a4
“Fir Alina" (staged at Pacific Northwest Ballet in H 3
Seattle Dance Project presents new work by Mark Haim,

2008) in which two dancers try — hauntingly, futilely
— to make contact across a dark stage.

Edwaard Liang and Kent Stowell, 8 p.m. Friday and
Saturday, 2 p.m. Sunday, 8 p.m. Feb. 5 and 6, ACT's Falls
Theatre, 700 Union St., Seattie; $25 (206-292-7676 or
www.acttheatre.org).

In the new piece, the inspiration is people's

conversations — and there's contact right, left and center ... albeit contact that leads to quirky eruptions of

solo work.

"Most of the time | think people talk at somebody versus talking fo somebody,” Liang says. His interest is in
“how we communicate with each other — and how we don't communicate.”

The sextet is custom-tailored to SDP's seasoned dancers who come, variously, from classical, modem and
contemporary dance backgrounds. Liang, about to tum 35, has an impressive dance résumé himsalf,
including tenures with Nederlands Dans Theater, New York City Ballet and Christopher Wheeldon's
Morphoses. Demonstrating steps to SDP's dancers, he has a languid yet concise way of moving his tall,
willowy frame.

Sad to say, he retired from dancing last fall. While he doesn't rule out performing entirely, he's found his
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passion as a choreographer. He'll have works debuting this year with the Kirov Ballet, Joffrey Ballet, ——

Singapore Dance Theater, Tulsa Ballet and American Ballet Theatre Ii, giving him a wide range of dance
styles as his canvas.

"More and more," he observes, "dance doesn't really have boundaries. Just like with painters, there're no
new colors. No one's reinventing ‘red.’ It's about how they color — and, hopefully, how they touch
someone.”

"Project 3" will also debut a duet by former PNB artistic director Kent Stowell and a solo work by Mark

Haim ("Goldberg Variations"), the latter to be danced alternately by SDP's Betsy Cooper and Oleg Entertainment | Top Video | World | Offbeat Video | Sdi-Tech
Gorboulev. That Cooper/Gorboulev contrast on the Haim should be Interesting. She's a wiry, flexible
dynamo; he's more the romantic type, with a longer, leggler sweep.

Cooper's own "In Another Land" and James Canfield's "Because," set to recordings by the Rolling Stones
and Beatles, respectively, complete the program.

Job hunt
Rev up downtime: Use

@ E-mafl artide & Printview g3 Share organization, planning to

make the most of your
You might be interested in SRS LI | job search

Post a comment
‘Earth’ with Seattle Dance Project and Simple Measures, covers a world of genres From Seattle .
Times Entertainment S Post a Search for a Job
A "lost’ ballet Is re-envisioned by Val Caniparoli at Pacific Northwest Ballet From Seattfe Times ' Resume { Go )
Entorfainment Advanced Search
Review: Dance companies set the bar high in "A.W.A.R.D. Show!' competition From Seattie Times Salary Advice Carcor Conbac
Entertainment

Employers: Post a Job
Happy Hour: La Spiga offers quality bites for free From Seattie Times Entertainment

Nine to Thrive

| Michelle Goodman blogs about work/life
balance.

i End of the wage gap? Not so fast
Post a comment

Selected for you by a sponsor
Carrie Fisher lays it all on the line From USATODAY.com in Life
Best Hotels for an Affair From Concierge.com

More The Arts

ACT announces first budget surplus in more than 4 years

'Project 3, choreographer Edwaard Liang’s new work, on stage at ACT

Review: Fledgling company's ‘Two by Pinter’ are superb stagings of masterful work
$1 gets you a beer and readings by local talent at Hugo House

Everett Symphony cancels rest of season, will leave its headquarters

More The Arts headlines....

Hide comments / Show comments

Comments (1)

This should be a great show. | am especially interested in seeing Kent Stowell's first piece | am familar
with since leaving PNB, and seeing... Posted on January 27, 2010 at 10:10 AM by matirmd. Jump to comment

Read all comments / Share your thoughts

Early detection and

treatment of Glaucoma
can preserve sight.

| LEARN MORE > J

1-800-391-EYES (3937) Dcarerrerca

www.EyeCareAmerica.org |

SAVING SIGHT 1

http:/ /seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/thearts/2010897381_danceproject27.htmPPormid=head main Page 2 of 3



